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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2019-19
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Member Gulliford
Date of Introduction: January 8, 2019
Committee(s) of Reference: R
Date of Analysis: January 10, 2019
Type of Action: Council Rules amendment
Bill Summary: The bill amends Council Rule 4.301 – Regular Order of Business – to move Scheduled Public Hearings from #22 to #11 on the City Council regular order of business, moving scheduled public hearings prior to action on third reading, second reading and emergency actions, introduction of new resolutions and ordinances, unfinished (postponed from a previous meeting) items. It also consolidates the two Comments from the Public periods (currently #21 and #24 in the order of business) into a single comment period at the end of the meeting.
Background Information: The purpose of the change is to allow citizens who are attending a council meeting for the purpose of participating in a scheduled public hearing on specific legislation to have the opportunity to give their input earlier in the meeting than is currently the case, when public hearings follow first, second and third reading actions, the Addendum to the Agenda (if any) and the first open public comment period. A lengthily-debated third reading item or an extended session of Public Comment can delay the scheduled public hearings for several hours, inconveniencing citizens who wish to participate in one or two specific items and then depart to attend to other business.
Policy Impact Area: City Council meeting order of business
Fiscal Impact: None
Analyst: Clements
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